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People Helping to Shape Pampa’s Future.

Brent and Jen Christensen
Brent and Jen Christensen 

are 34-years-old and have been 
married for 12 years. 

They have two children and 
one the way. Jen is a stay at 
home mom, and Brent is the 
Youth Pastor at Briarwood 
Church. 

“We both grew up in Glen-
dale/Phoenix, Ariz. We just 
moved to Pampa about four 
months ago to come to work 
for Briarwood church,” the 
Christensens said. “We love 
our life and community here in 
Pampa. The people of Pampa 
have been very welcoming and 
supportive on our journey.”

They love working with pro-

grams that help this commu-
nity such as Feed The Flock, 
Briarwood’s men’s basketball 
and Wheel Times. 

“God has called us to reach 
the youth of America. At times 
working with youth can be 
challenging but we wouldn’t 
trade these seven years in 
youth ministry for the world. 
At times we have even taken 
our work home with us,” the 
Christensens said. 

At the moment they have a 
high school senior and a col-
lege student living in their 
home. There are eight others 
that joined the Christensens in 
moving from Glendale/Phoe-

nix to live here in Pampa. 
“We have surrounded our-

selves with lots of people over 
the years that aren’t family but 
some of them have become 
like family. Home is where 
the heart is, right?,” the Chris-
tensens said. “Our ministry has 
taken us around the country. 
Our mission has been to get 
people excited about knowing 
Jesus and how they can be used 
in the kingdom of God.” 

“We love our new home 
church, Briarwood here in 
Pampa. Only God knows what 
He has in store for our future 
and where He will lead us,” the 
Christensens said.

Congrats from the 
boys and I. We 

are so proud of you 
and love you to the 

moon and back!

Congratulations 
robyn McLaughlin

one of pampa’s 
up & coming stars

Robin McLaughlin
Robin McLaughlin, 31, does 

a job that many would love to 
do. She is the owner/groomer 
at Robyn’s Grooming and 
Bow Wow Boutique.

She is lived in Pampa her 
entire life outside of four 
years after high school.

Her goals in life is to build a 
business that provides for the 
needs of the community and 
her family.

On being nominated? 
“Being a young business 

owner it is certainly nice to 
be acknowledged,” Robin 
said. “(My proudest achieve-
ment is) finally opening up 
The Grooming Shop. A better 
place for us to work and ex-

pand our services for the com-
munity.”

Robin enjoys serving the 
community because it is a 
tight-knit group.

“This community, the peo-
ple here are great,” Robin 
said. “They stand behind you 
and we all look out for each 
other.”

Her favorite part of her job 
is the people and friendships 
created because of it. 

“The opportunity to work 
with family and friends in a 
career that allows me to work 
with animals and love and 
care for them,” Robin said.

She was inspired into the 
field by her mother. 

“My mother, Lee Ann 
Kitchens, has taught me in her 
30 years of grooming animals 
and building from it,” Robin 
said.

But it has it’s challenges.
“Balancing being a mom of 

three boys ( eight, five and 
one years old) has its chal-
lenges, but having a wonder-
ful support system in my hus-
band, Cody, and family and 
friends makes it all possible,” 
Robin said.

Robin and Cody also help 
coach and support the Opti-
mist Club as well as provide 
services to the Pampa Ani-
mal Welfare Society (PAWS) 
when needed.

Matt Embry is a 31-year-old coach and teacher at Pampa High School. He has 
lived here for six years but his hometown is Amarillo.

One of his career goals is to help as many young men and women stay on the 
path that leads to them becoming the best that they can be, regardless of what that 
may be.

“I am truly honored to be nominated,” Embry said. “Seeing former students and 
athletes meet their goals and seeing them get to college and pursue their dreams 
makes me proud.”

Embry loves that Pampa is a one High School town. 
“Being a big city guy I love the sense of pride from the community and their 

willingness to come together and help people when need be,” Embry said.
What does Embry like most about his career?
“In the classroom it’s teaching something I am passionate about (US History) 

and pushing my students to pursue their dreams,” Embry said. “In the gym it’s 
competing. There is no better feeling than watching an athlete overcome adver-
sity. Seeing these guys come together and make memories that will last them a 
lifetime, they just don’t know it yet.”

How did he get into coaching?
“I spent my entire childhood around the game of basketball. I was able to travel 

the country playing basketball and I have always felt like I see the game develop 
quickly within the game,” Embry said. “Teaching and coaching was a no brainer 
for me.”

Embry said from a coaching perspective, graduation is his most challenging part 
of the job.

“Having to rebuild that chemistry every year can be a tough task. That being 
said, it sure is a lot of fun seeing it come together,” Embry said. 

Embry plans to continue to build this program up and raise his two girls here in 
Pampa with his wife. 

“Pampa basketball has always been special to me, “As a player we loved play-
ing in the pit, and even though I played for a different team, I could tell there was 
something special about this place.”

Embry and the basketball boys have been involved in various community proj-
ects. 

“They have helped with Snack Pack 4 Kids as well as Wheel Times INC,” Em-
bry said. “I coach the JV softball team here at the high school as well.”

Matt Embry
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David Cary Rushing
You may recognize David Cary 

Rushing from any time a business 
or building is in construction as he 
is the building official for the City 
of Pampa.

Formerly he worked at Gray 
County Sheriff’s office for almost 
14 years.

Originally from Shamrock, 
Rushing has lived in Pampa for 16 
years.

Not one to ask for any spotlight, 
Rushing said he was honored, yet 
slightly embarrassed to be nomi-
nated.

What does he take pride in? The 
fact he has served in Pampa for so 
long.

“The proudest achievement of 
my career is the fact that the great 
people of Pampa and Gray County 
have allowed me to serve for the 
past sixteen years,” Rushing said.

“I like the feeling of community. 
The citizens are willing to get out 
there and help one of their own in 
their time of need. I was raised in 
a similar community and this feel-
ing is what has kept me here.”

As mentioned before, Rushing 
came into his career after working 
in law enforcement. He knew little 
about construction, but was up for 
the challenge.

“I had limited knowledge of 
the construction industry but was 

ready to accept the challenge and 
learn all I could so that I could 
effectively perform the tasks as-
signed to me,” Rushing said. 

“In October I became licensed 
with the Texas State Board of 
Plumbing Examiners as a Plumb-
ing Inspector. I am continuing to 
educate myself through online 
training as well as training I have 
received on the job.”

A member of the Pampa Rota-
ry Club and on the Gray County 
Child Welfare Board, Rushing’s 
future plans are to just serve the 
community the best he can.

Kaleb Snelgrooes 
Kaleb Snelgrooes is a 33-year-old 

teacher and coach at Pampa High 
School. He has lived in Pampa his 
entire life, except for college.

Some of his goals are to be a fa-
ther to successful, happy, well-ad-
justed children and to win a state 
championship with the Pampa Har-
vester baseball team.

“It’s a great honor, and I’m ex-
tremely grateful to be nominated es-
pecially being from here and know-
ing all the great people who live in 
this community,” Snelgrooes said.

“My proudest achievement so far 
as a head coach is winning the dis-
trict baseball championship in 2013 
and sharing it with my wife, kids 
and my entire family on the very 
same field that I got to experience 
it as a player,” Snelgrooes said. 
“And, of course, watching my team 
dogpile in the middle of the field 
and reap the rewards of their hard 
work.”

Snelgrooes likes the small town 
feel of everyone knowing everyone 

and knowing that his kids can ex-
perience the same things that he did 
growing up. 

“I like that my grandparents live 
here and that my kids get a chance 
to spend a lot of time with their great 
grandparents. I love that I live down 
the street from not only my parents, 
but my in-laws as well,” Snelgrooes 
said. “I love everyone knows Ka-
mden and Kutter because they are 
always at the football games, bas-
ketball games, and baseball games. 
I love that my wife teaches school 
in the same classroom that she and I 
went to fourth grade together in and 
that my boys will go to school there 
too.”

What does he enjoy most about 
being a coach and how did he get 
involved?

“I enjoy getting to be a kid every 
day.  I get to be around young peo-
ple who are full of excitement and 
enthusiasm and still get to be around 
the game that I love,” Snelgrooes 
said. “It’s more like who…my dad 

always told me to do something that 
I love. Also, Dennis Doughty and 
the late Dennis Cavalier influenced 
me as they coached me, and I quick-
ly learned that I want to be a coach 
just like the two men that molded 
my life here in Pampa.”

Snelgrooes said his career can be 
challenge when people attack his 
character or his family because of 
tough decisions he had to make on 
the field. 

“My future plans include stay-
ing in Pampa with my beautiful 
wife, Becky, so we can raise our 
boys, Kamden and Kutter here,” 
Snelgrooes said. “I want to watch 
them play for the Pampa Harvesters 
someday. I also plan to win more 
championships!!!” 

Snelgrooes’ family is also in-
volved in First Baptist Church.  

“I serve on the board at the Pampa 
Optimist Youth Club and we attend 
any athletic event that Pampa is 
hosting,” Snelgrooes said.

Cody Bivens
Cody Bivens, 31, has lived in 

Pampa for three and a half years. 
Hailing from Groom, Cody is a 
banker and has a bachelor’s degree 
from West Texas A&M University.

Cody’s goal in life is to travel the 
world and hope to be able to give 
back in different ways throughout 
life. But for now he is going to con-
tinue his education.

“I plan to continue my education at 
the Southwestern Graduate School 
of Banking at Southern Methodist 
University this year,” Cody said. “I 
think that by continuing my educa-
tion I will become a better banker 
and will have more to offer current 
and future customers.”

Cody feels honored to be nominat-
ed, but he proudest achievement so 
far has been the role he has played 
in the sale of First State Bank of Mi-
ami.

“My proudest career achievements 
include getting the opportunity to 

play a key role in the sale of First 
State Bank of Miami to AimBank 
and presently getting to see the ac-
quisition of National Bank of Com-
merce by AimBank,” Cody said. “I 
have been very fortunate to be able 
to see bank sales and acquisitions 
from both sides of the fence early in 
my career.”

Cody loves the small-town feeling 
in Pampa and how friendly people 
are around town. 

“This is one of the few places that 
a man’s word and a handshake still 
mean something,” Cody said.

The success stories for small busi-
nesses is what Cody enjoys most 
about his profession.

“Being a banker has allowed me 
to help the public. I have seen sev-
eral small business success stories in 
my short career,” Cody said. “I have 
also had the opportunity to help in-
dividuals with the dream of becom-
ing homeowners and young people 

trying to get started.”
Cody learned he wanted to get into 

banking during college. The tough 
part of his job? The government.

“Government regulation of the 
banking industry poses the greatest 
challenge. These regulations effect 
everyone,” Cody said.

Cody would like to continue his 
banking career in Pampa for many 
years and looks forward to meeting 
new people, developing new rela-
tionships and continuing existing 
ones. Cody has seen a lot of com-
munity involvement through his 
work at AimBank.

“Most of my community involve-
ment is through AimBank’s support 
of different youth organizations and 
activities in the area,” Cody said. “I 
also find enjoyment in helping and 
getting to know individuals that 
might be a little down on their luck.”

Nick Thomas
My name is Nicholas 

Thomas I’m 15 years old, 
and a sophomore at Pampa 
High School. My profession 
is Photography, Pampa is my 
hometown I’ve lived here 
all my life. In my profession 
I would love for photogra-
phy to be a full time Career 
after college. My goal in life 
is to be successful no doubt, 
but to do my best in every 
task that comes my way. I 
feel honored that I was nom-
inated, it makes me feel like 
I’m doing a good job with 
my photography. 

My proudest achieve-
ment in my career was be-
ing asked to take Wedding 

pictures, because that’s a 
big task to take on, and it’s 
very important. Especially 
with just starting out at such 
a young age, it makes me 
proud and honored to get to 
capture special memories. I 
was inspired by just observ-
ing and always wanting to 
pick a camera up and take 
photo’s it’s transformed 
from a hobby to a passion 
and Profession. 

I like Pampa because it’s 
the type of town that always 
feel’s like home. The tradi-
tions and the kind hearted 
amazing people this town 
has is another part of the 
love for this town. One of 

my favorite things about 
taking pictures is always 
pleasing people, and simply 
just showing my creativity 
with each session! Pleasing 
clients is really hard some-
times, you always have the 
question what if they don’t 
like there pictures? 

And right now the one 
thing that’s challenging is 
balancing school, editing 
and sessions. 

But I’m managing just 
fine and getting it all 
done! My plans for the fu-
ture are to graduate High  
school in two years, and 
attend college and major  
in Photography. 
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Alvin ‘Trey’ Stokes
Law enforcement is one of the 

toughest fields that requires some 
of the finest citizens to work in.

Alvin “Trey” Stokes, 34, has 
lived in Pampa his entire life and 
is most recognized as working for 
Pampa Police Department. 

On being nominated, he was 
surprised but is also very grateful 
to be nominated. He is proudest of 
his work when someone stops him 
to say “thank you.”

His career goals are to work his 
way up the ladder at Pampa Po-

lice Department and possibly even 
start a business here in Pampa one 
day.

Alvin feels like Pampa is the 
perfect place to start a business 
because of the sense of commu-
nity. This community bands to-
gether anytime anyone needs help.

Which is why he chose to be a 
peace officer. He wanted to give 
back to the community that raised 
him. But, like any field, his job 
has it’s hard times. 

Anything involving crimes 

against or with children are the 
most difficult.

Alvin plans to raise his family 
with his wife and hopes to make 
Pampa a better place to live.

As if his day-job wasn’t a service 
to the community enough, Alvin is 
a member of LEAP, Law Enforce-
ment Association of Pampa. It is 
an association of peace officers 
and their families formed to give 
back to pampa and its citizens.

Emily Arrington
Emily Arrington has only lived in 

Pampa for a year and a half. 
But in that time she has found den-

tal home for her practice at Pampa 
Dental Associates.

Originally from Edmund, Okla., 
Emily went to the University of 
Oklahoma College of Dentistry.

She was humbled to be nominated 
for the up-and-coming in Pampa.

“I have been in Pampa a short 
time and was pleasantly surprised to 
be nominated,” Emily said.

Being a dentist, it is easy to believe 
that people of all ages have tears 
when they go to the dentist. But Em-
ily has even seen tears of joy.

“My proudest dental achievement 
thus far is the first time a  patient 
cried ‘happy tears’ in my chair.  I’ll 
never forget it,” Emily said. “By fix-
ing her front teeth I helped her re-

alize a life long goal and better not 
only her self esteem but  her life.”

As far what she likes most about 
Pampa? The people.

“Definitely the people. They are 
kind, hard-working and generous,” 
Emily said. “They also generally 
care about their oral health and value 
what I do.” 

The relationships with the people 
of Pampa is what she likes most 
about her career.

“I get to meet new people often, 
watch families grow and work with 
the best dental professionals out 
there,” Emily said.

Emily was born into the feel of 
dentistry. Her father is a dentist and 
her mother is a dental hygienist. 

“I grew up watching them both 
have an incredible passion for the 
dental profession,” Emily said. 

“Dentistry was a natural path for me 
and I am so glad that I chose it.”

Being a dentist is tough some-
times. Some patients still consider 
Emily and other dentists their “big-
gest fear” no matter how enthusias-
tic she is. Emily calls this an occupa-
tional hazard.

Emily loves practicing dentistry, 
and hopes to continue to improve.

“I plan on continuing my dental 
education, to never stop improving, 
and to become more involved in our 
community,” Emily said.

Emily is a member of the 21st 
Century Study Club and the Junior 
League of Amarillo. She has volun-
teered at the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree and the Amarillo Zoo. Her fam-
ily recently joined the First United 
Methodist Church of Pampa. 

Jil Arias
Jil Arias is quickly moving up the 

ladder at the City of Pampa.
Now a city engineer and originally 

from Olton, Jil has lived in Pampa 
for five and a half years. All his life 
he wanted to be a civil servant.

“I can say that I’ve met that career 
goal but my next goal is to continue 
to serve the City of Pampa to the 
best of my abilities. I have been so 
fortunate to get to work under a City 
Management that is so passionate 
about serving our City, that genu-
inely cares about what is best for 
the City and that has been so willing 
to make me a part of the process,” 
Arias said. 

“Their mentorship and guidance 
has allowed me to see things from a 
broad perspective and their wisdom 
I know will guide me the rest of my 
career.”

Arias is honored and humbled to 
have been nominated for the Pam-
pa’s Up and Coming.

“I know that there are many oth-
ers in the community that share the 
sense of love of Pampa and I am 
lucky to know the other individuals 
nominated that have helped make 
Pampa what it is,” Arias said.

Being a City Engineer at such a 
young age, Arias is proud to be en-
trusted with the title. But it was his 
high school science teacher who in-
spired him to be a civil servant.

“My involvement growing up with 
various clubs and organizations are 
what inspired me to be a civil ser-
vant. Who inspired me to be an en-
gineer was my high school science 
teach, Paul Walden from Olton High 
School,” Arias said.

“Mr. Walden had already enjoyed 
a track record of mentoring many 
students that went on to become 
scientists and engineers (including 
one that was the head of a nuclear 
power plant) and he identified in me 
the potential to one day become an 
engineer. 

“He helped me become involved 
with the Science Fair and with his 
guidance, I built things I couldn’t 
even dream of and I learned the sci-
entific method. It was this method 
that helped me become meticulous 
when faced with a unique set of 
problems. 

I fell in love with everything I was 
doing and I was able to become suc-
cessful at what I did, culminating 
with winning the Regional South 
Plains Science Fair and advancing 
to the International Science Fair in 
Detroit, MI, where I met people of 
all walks of life. 

This love of science naturally 
evolved into a love of problem solv-
ing. It was only a matter of time 
before I knew that I wanted to be-
come an engineer. In the basement 

of the Civil Engineering building 
at Texas Tech, there is a poster that 
I once saw that read, ‘Engineers 
make a difference.’ I thought, ‘Hey, 
I want to make a difference. Maybe I 
should look into becoming one.’ The 
rest, as they say, is history,”

This leads to what Arias’ future 
plans are. 

“I like that it is never the same 
day to day. One day, I may be work-
ing on a set of plans and the next, 
I might be inspecting a new water-
line. I also like that what I do is very 
broad,” Arias said. 

“As a municipal engineer, I am in-
volved with the evaluation of infra-
structure as well as the many aspects 
of solid waste management, water 
production and distribution, waste-
water collection and treatment, and 
streets, plus much more.”

Arias said unforeseen and un-
known variables makes his job a 
challenge. But it’s a great feeling 
of accomplishment to face the chal-
lenge and overcome it. 

Future plans?
“My future plans are to continue 

living in Pampa doing what I love 
plus start a family with my Better 
Half, Carolyn, and to hopefully be-
come the father one day to the future 
starting middle linebacker for the 
Pampa Harvesters,” Arias said.

Luzann Bailey
Luzann Bailey, 30, is a customer 

service representative for AimBank. 
Although she was born in Corpus 
Christi, she was raised in Pampa. 

Her life goals are to continually 
progress in her occupation and enjoy 
the time she spent raising her chil-
dren.

On being nominated? 
“I’m overwhelmed with apprecia-

tion,” Luzann said.
Her proudest achievement is be-

ing able to utilize the knowledge she 

learned from each department within 
her organization. 

Luzann enjoys Pampa’s sense of 
community.

“I like sharing the community with 
family, friends and classmates that 
I’ve known throughout my life,” Lu-
zann said.

It’s the connection with the com-
munity that she enjoys at her work 
as well.

She was inspired to work at a bank 
because of her good customer ser-

vice skills and ability to work with 
the public.

The transition from First State 
Bank of Miami to AimBank, how-
ever, was very challenging.

But that’s not going to change her 
future plans.

“(I am going to) continue on the 
career path I have chosen and grow-
ing my family,” Luzann said.

Luzann enjoys being on the side-
lines for her son, Lane, at his soccer 
and t-ball games.
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Lauren Pingel
Lauren Pingel is a sopho-

more at Pampa High School. 
She has lived in Pampa for 14 
years.

Her career goal is to become 
a math teacher after she grad-
uates from college.

Lauren said she feels hon-
ored to be part of Pampa’s up 
and coming.

“There are really two things 
that I’m most proud of.  One 
is the Pingel Playground that 
my sister and I raised money 
to build,” Pingel said.  “Our 
vision started from a NJHS 
project and knowing that there 
are no wheelchair accessible 
playgrounds in Pampa.  So, 
we made a YouTube video, 
went to churches and civic 
groups, and talked to family 

and friends and raised over 40 
thousand dollars to make the 
playground happen.  My sis-
ter and I were very proud of 
the community support that 
we received.”

“My other proudest achieve-
ment is being the first seated 
shot put participant to throw 
at the UIL state track meet 
in 2014,” Pingel said. “Al-
though I didn’t place, it was 
awesome to make history, 
and I loved being a part of the 
track team.”

Lauren likes the small town 
life that we live in Pampa.  

“I like going to a school 
where everyone knows me, 
and I like seeing people in the 
community that know me,” 
Pingel said.

Her future plans are to keep 
competing in the seated shot 
put and managing the Lady 
Harvesters basketball team. 

“After high school I will go 
to college and then become 
a teacher and coach,” Pingel 
said.

Pingel helps with Snack Pak 
4 Kids and is involved in her 
church youth group.  

“I’m also in SADD, Leo, 
Student Council,” Pingel said. 
“I am also active with Wheel 
Times, Inc which allows me 
to play sports with other kids 
that have mobility issues. I’m 
very glad that my dad worked 
hard to start Wheel Times 
so I can play sports with my 
friends.”

Ashley Morehart
Ashley Morehart is a 

31-year-old fourth grade 
teacher at Wilson Elemen-
tary.

She has lived in Pampa for 
27 years. She moved away 
for four years to attend col-
lege and eventually made 
her way back to begin her 
teaching career.

Morehart’s career and life 
goals are to continue in the 
education profession touch-
ing the hearts of children in 
the community. 

“I will hopefully continue 
to raise my own children 
as Pampa Harvesters,” she 
added.

She also said that it is ex-
citing to know that some-
one thought of her for the 
nomination of this special 
section. 

“I consider it an honor,” 
she said.

When asked what her 
proudest moment through-
out her career has been thus 
far, Morehart said it was 
when she received a high 
honor within the school 
system.

“My proudest moment 
thus far into my career was 
when I was awarded teacher 
of the year at Wilson during 

my second year of teach-
ing,” she said.

She loves Pampa because 
it is a small, close-knit 
community with the kindest 
hearts and the most gener-
ous people.

Morehart is someone who 
genuinely enjoys what she 
does. Her favorite part of 
being a teacher is the chil-
dren. 

“Their willingness to 
learn amazes me, and the 
faculty that surrounds me is 
a favorite of mine as well,” 
she said. “It is humbling to 
know that I am surrounded 
by people who support me 
daily.”

When it comes to what led 
her to her career of choice, 
she said she has always 
known she was going to be 
an elementary school teach-
er. 

“I believe it stems back 
to my elementary days as 
a child,” she said. “I have 
the best vivid memories of 
smells, teachers, friends 
and experiences that con-
tributed to the reason I 
wanted to be a teacher.”

Although she is very pas-
sionate about her profes-
sion, Morehart knows first-

hand that it does come with 
its fair share of challenges. 

“Being a teacher, I believe 
is one of the most challeng-
ing professions there is” 
she said. “From constant 
changing of curriculum and 
standards to changing gen-
erations of students some-
times it is hard to juggle all 
of it. However, I truly be-
lieve it is also the most re-
warding career.”

As for Morehart’s future? 
Her plans are to continue 
raising her family in this 
small community, and to 
continue on her lifelong 
journey educating children. 

“It is what I was born to 
do,” she said.

Morehart also enjoys be-
ing an active member of 
the community. She serves 
as treasurer on the board 
Bullies2Buddies, an orga-
nization her mom started, 
and she attends Briarwood 
Church.

“Honestly, my mother 
always has me involved 
in one activity or another 
in this town,” she said. “I 
don’t mind though. I love 
being a part of Pampa and 
enjoy being involved as 
much as I can.”

Courtney Oxley
Tw e n t y - n i n e - y e a r - o l d 

Courtney Oxley is the direc-
tor and curator of the White 
Deer Land Museum.

She has lived in Pampa for 
three years and is originally 
from White Deer.

As for her career goals, 
Courtney says that she strives 
to always be productive, 
whether it be through volun-
teering, at work or at home 
with family.

When asked how she felt to 
be nominated for this section, 
Courtney said it was amazing. 

“What an honor to be 
thought of,” she said.

As far as the proudest mo-
ment of her career thus far 
goes, Courtney has enjoyed 
seeing the changes that have 
been implemented have a 
positive effect on the com-
munity in regard to educating 
everyone on what an amazing 
past Pampa and Gray County 
have.

Her favorite part of living in 
Pampa is the small town atti-
tude. 

“Everyone is willing to lend 
a hand,” she said.

Courtney particularly en-
joys her profession because it 
is so versatile. 

“No two days are the same,” 
she said.

She was led to choose her 
profession because she is al-
ways interested in hearing the 
back story. 

“It’s amazing how things 
have changed over the years 
or how something came to be 
the way we see it today,” she 
said.

She added that many people 
don’t realize the journey the 
first Pampans faced com-
ing here or the wild story of 
how some things didn’t go as 
planned, but still turned into 
something amazing. 

“Plus, I’m passionate about 
education and museum work 

is an excellent avenue for 
that,” Courtney said.

It’s not all fun and games for 
her, though. The biggest chal-
lenge she faces is keeping the 
past relevant to everyone.

“There are so many people 
with different levels of inter-
est in our past,” she added.

As for her future plans and 
goals, Courtney is looking to 
continue to participate in the 
positive growth of the area.

She participates in the com-
munity as well.

“My family is heavily in-
volved with the Top O Texas 
Rodeo Association as well 
as the High School/Junior 
High Tri-State Rodeo and the 
White Deer Riding Club,” 
she said.

She is also a member of Ro-
tary, and she tries to help as 
much as she can where need-
ed.
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Franklin McDonough
Franklin McDonough is the 

35-year-old district attorney. 
He has been married to Kel-
ly McDonough since 2001 
and the couple has have four 
daughters, Karennah, 11, Sa-
vannah, 9, Jennah, 8, and Em-
mah, age 6.

Although originally from 
Plainview, McDonough 
moved to Pampa in 2005 after 
graduating from Texas Tech 
School of Law.

“It is very humbling to be 
nominated knowing there are 
many well deserving young 
and middle aged adults in 
Pampa,” McDonough said.

When asked about the proud-
est moment of his career thus 
far, McDonough said it was 
election night. He was sur-
rounded by friends and family 

after finding out the results. 
“Campaigning is very diffi-

cult on a family, but it was all 
worth it in the end,” he said.

Although he may not have 
lived here for as long as many 
other residents, McDonough 
has enjoyed his time in the 
small town.

“The best thing about Pampa 
is the drive of its citizens to 
grow and excel while main-
taining a friendly, small-town 
atmosphere,” he said. “The 
way the community has come 
together in support of Officer 
Gass and local law enforce-
ment officers is very inspir-
ing.”

He also enjoys the fact that 
he gets to work with some of 
the most caring and hardwork-
ing people everyday. 

“In this profession, we deal 
with very difficult situations 
on a daily basis,” he said. “But 
my coworkers and associates 
from the law enforcement 
agencies, Tralee Crisis Center 
and other entities do their job 
with passion.”

When asked what drove 
him to his career choice, Mc-
Donough said he was inspired 
by my high school speech 
and debate coach to go to law 
school and become an attor-
ney.

As for his community in-
volvement, McDonough 
serves as a deacon his our 
church and helps out with 
activities at his children’s 
school.

Kasey Presson
Thirty-year-old Kasey Pres-

son is an equipment operator 
at Pampa Fire Department.

Although his hometown is 
Oklahoma City, Okla., he has 
been a resident of Pampa for 
just shy of 25 years.

Presson has been with the 
department for close to 10 
years now, and he has the goal 
of moving up in the ranks. He 
would like to achieve the rank 
of captain in the not too dis-
tant future. 

“Lately I’ve felt myself 
drawn towards the staff side 
of the fire service,” Presson 
said. “I’m pursuing a degree 
in fire science and would ul-
timately like to find myself in 
an administrative role.”

When asked how it feels to 
be nominated to be featured in 
this section, he said it feels re-
ally good. 

“Big thanks to whoever 
tossed my name in this hat,” 
he said.

As for the proudest moment 
of his career as a firefighter? 

Presson says he was blindsid-
ed with the Firefighter of the 
Year award in 2012 

“That was pretty special,” 
he said.

When asked what inspired 
him to choose his career path, 
Presson admits that it wasn’t 
his first choice. 

“I was a 20-year-old kid who 
hadn’t really thought much 
about the future,” he said. 
“One day I was pointed to-
wards the “Help Wanted” sec-
tion of the newspaper and saw 
an ad for the PFD,” he said. 
“So, I took the test, made the 
cut, and here I am. It was just 
dumb luck, really. But it was a 
fantastic opportunity, and it’s 
been an amazing career. I’m 
very thankful I found it.”

Being a firefighter definitely 
comes with both benefits and 
challenges, which is some-
thing Presson has become fa-
miliarized with. 

“By nature of the job, we 
literally face a different set 
of challenges and circum-

stances every day that we are 
on duty,” he said. “But, on a 
larger scale, the fire service 
is constantly evolving and 
it takes a lot of effort just to 
keep up. We never get to put 
down the textbooks.”

As for his future plans, Pres-
son is looking forward to the 
upcoming addition to his fam-
ily. 

“My gorgeous wife and I 
are expecting our second in 
June,” he said. “So we’re re-
ally looking forward to rais-
ing babies for a while. But at 
some point... Life on an island 
must happen.”

Presson is also involved in 
the community by being a 
member of the Pampa Fire-
fighters Association. 

“Together we do several 
charity and fundraising events 
each year,” he said. “One of 
which, I do the design work 
for, is our annual Breast Can-
cer Awareness T-shirts.

Kindle Hunt
Kindle Hunt is a 17-year-

old senior at Pampa High 
School. Born and raised in 
Pampa, Kindle is looking to 
become a musician or ac-
tress after graduation.

When asked what how she 
felt to be nominated for this 
recognition, Kindle said 
that it was an honor to be 
thought of.

Seeing as she has lived 
here her entire life, Kindle 
has had the opportunity to 
meet many of the commu-
nity members.

“My favorite thing about 
Pampa is that no matter 
where you go, you pretty 
much know everybody,” 
she said.

Looking on to her future 
career, Kindle said that she 
enjoys the fact that she will 
be doing something that she 
is truly passionate about ev-
ery day.

She has drawn inspiration 
from some big names when 

it came to making the deci-
sion to chase her dream of 
becoming a musician and 
actress.

“This is going to sound 
crazy but Steven Tyler 
and Bob Ross have really 
made a huge impact on me 
and they have inspired me 
so much,” she said. “They 
have made me feel like no 
matter how hard things get, 
if you want something bad 
enough, you have to fight 
for it, and have the right 
mindset, and then you can 
do anything.”

Of course, Kindle realizes 
that her career of choice 
will bring with it some 
challenges.

“Everything about try-
ing to pursue a dream in 
the music business is chal-
lenging,” she said. “You 
have to be at the right place 
at the right time and meet 
the right people. I am very 
excited for what the future 

holds.”
Kindle also has a plan 

worked out to continue her 
education.

“My future plans consist 
of me going to Texas Tech 
University for two years 
and then transfer to Bel-
mont University in Nash-
ville,” she said. “I would 
like to double major in 
musical theatre and com-
mercial music and minor in 
fashion.” 

After college, she said 
she would love to end up in 
New York City or Califor-
nia.

Kindle has also been ac-
tive in the community dur-
ing her time in Pampa. She 
is a cheerleader at Pampa 
High School and is a mem-
ber of show choir.

“We participate in many 
things that involve the com-
munity,” she said.
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Jeremy Buck
Thirty-three-year-old Jeremy 

Buck is the pastor and church 
planter of Redeemer Pampa.

Born and raised in Pampa, Jer-
emy has only lived elsewhere for 
the first six years after he gradu-
ated from Pampa High School

“I spent four years in university 
and then two additional years liv-
ing in the Middle East with my 
wife, Karmen, before returning to 
Pampa,” he said.

When asked how it felt to be 
nominated to be featured in this 
section, Jeremy said that he was 
humbled by the suggestion

As for his future career plans 
and goals, Jeremy says that he is 
proud to be a part of this commu-
nity and hopes to continue to be a 
part of Pampa’s future.

As for his proudest achieve-
ment thus far in his career, Jeremy 
says that he is proud that God has 
been so gracious as to allow him 
to plant and pastor a church in his 
hometown. 

“I know the history, strengths 
and hardships in this city from 
an insider’s perspective,” he said. 
“I think there is something really 
unique about sharing my past with 
the city where I pastor. I love to 
brag about Pampa when I get to-
gether with the other pastors in 
our global network.”

Pampa has been home to Jeremy 
for many years now, and he loves 
the overall environment provided 
by the community.

“I love that Pampa is small 
enough to allow me to feel like 
I know most of what’s going on 
while being just big enough to 
still be surprised by who I meet 
every day,” he said. “I appreciate 
how Pampa loves and supports its 
own. The people of Pampa take 
pride in who they are; they are in-

dependent and yet still maintain 
a friendly hospitality that make 
people want to stay.”

Jeremy is very passionate about 
the fact that he gets to do some-
thing he loves that enables him to 
help people daily.

“I love my job. I really love get-
ting to teach the Bible,” he said. “I 
love seeing God’s truth really con-
nect to people’s lives. I love that I 
have the flexibility to meet people 
where they are. I love being invit-
ed to share the good and difficult 
seasons of life with my Redeemer 
family. I love getting to see God 
restore brokenness. It’s messy 
and unpredictable and it keeps me 
trusting Jesus. I wouldn’t have it 
any other way.”

When asked what led him to 
choose his career path, Jeremy 
said that pastor was not initially 
on the list of possibilities.

“Honestly, I said for years that 
I never wanted to be a pastor,” he 
said. “When my wife and I came 
back from spending two years in 
the Middle East, I considered try-
ing to get a job that would put my 
knowledge of Arabic or Middle 
Eastern culture to productive use. 
You have heard the adage, ‘writ-
ers write.’ In every station and 
situation in my life, I have always 
found myself doing what pastors 
do. I think at some point I realized 
that, ‘pastors pastor.’ The West-
minster Catechism says, ‘The 
chief end of man is to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever.’ I really 
do love and enjoy serving God by 
pastoring Redeemer Pampa.”

Although being a pastor may not 
always be considered easy, Jer-
emy does not view the challenges 
of his job as a negative aspect of 
it.

“Being a pastor means always 

being on call,” he said. “It’s not a 
bad thing, but it can making find-
ing time to spend with my family a 
little tricky. It also took some time 
to realize that I had to be okay 
with my work never being done. 
I’m a list maker and love mark-
ing things off and at some point I 
realized my list wouldn’t ever be 
finished, and I had to be okay with 
that.

When asked what he has planned 
for the furure, Jeremy said that 
Pampa is where he plans to be for 
a long time.

“I want to see the steady and 
faithful hand of God work through 
Redeemer to continue to transform 
lives through the Gospel,” he said. 
“Also, I hope to eventually have 
less plywood on the outside of our 

building downtown!”
Being a pastor, Jeremy serves 

the community daily in his line of 
work, but he doesn’t stop there. 
He also currently serves on the 
board of Pampa Meals on Wheels 
and has previously served on the 
board of the Gray County Child 
Welfare Board. He has also helped 
coach baseball at the Optimist 
Club. 

On top of that, he and his wife 
enjoy spreading the word about 
the culture they acquired during 
their time living in the Middle 
East.

“Every year Karmen and I get to 
hang out with the World Geogra-
phy classes at the high school and 
talk about our time in the Middle 
East.”

Josh Crawford
Thirty-one-year-old Josh 

Crawford has lived in Pampa 
his entire life, excluding a 
few years away while he was 
in college. He is the owner of 
Owner at Crawford Exteriors, 
Inc.

When asked what his career 
and life goals are, Crawford 
had four answers: to always 
put God first, then family, then 
work; to be the best dad and 
husband possible; to be honest 
and dependable, and last but 
not least, work hard/play hard.

Crawford’s business has 
been well-received in the com-
munity, and he does not shy 
away from this truth, in fact, 
he attributes it as his proudest 
achievement.

“My proudest achievement 
would be getting voted best 
roofer in Gray County and 
overall the huge amount of 
support we’ve gotten from 
the community,” he said. “We 
have a lot of repeat custom-

ers, and I consider that a huge 
achievement as well. I really 
appreciate people supporting 
our business.”

Growing up in Pampa, and 
ending up back in the small 
town after college, Crawford 
enjoys living and doing busi-
ness here for many reasons.

“I like Pampa because it is a 
great family-oriented commu-
nity and the people are very 
supportive of the local busi-
nesses we have here in town,” 
he said.

When it comes to his work, 
Crawford says his favorite part 
of his chosen career is work-
ing alongside his employees 
and providing customers with 
a quality service so that they 
will choose to use Crawford 
Exteriors, Inc. again in the fu-
ture if need be.

When asked what inspired 
him to select his career path, 
Crawford admitted the roofing 
business is something he grew 

up around.
“I chose my career because 

I enjoy doing what I do day-
to-day, and I feel there will 
always be a need for our ser-
vices,” he said. “Also, I grew 
up in the roofing business, so 
it’s what I’ve always known.”

Being owner of the compa-
ny, a lot of responsibility falls 
upon Crawford’s shoulders. 
This means that he does face 
some challenges in his line of 
work.

“The biggest challenges are 
probably managing overhead, 
various price increases, keep-
ing up with current industry 
trends and keeping our crews 
busy during winter months,” 
he said.

As for the future, Crawford 
plans to continue to grow and 
diversify his business and of-
fer the best quality products 
and customer service he pos-
sibly can.

Follow Us On
@thepampanews
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CJ Frazier
Thirty-two-year-old CJ Fra-

zier has lived in Pampa for a 
total of nine years now.

Originally from Albuquer-
que, N.M., Frazier is the di-
rector at Paint This Town Red 
Ministries and also does video 
production for Pacecar Pro-
ductions.

His career and life goal in-
cludes administering the 
Gospel in every realm of life 
through acts of love, media, 
discipleship and his family.

When asked how it felt to 
be nominated for this special 
section of The Pampa News, 
Frazier said it feels great to 
have been thought of.

As for the proudest moment 
of his chosen career thus far? 
Frazier says that it is how peo-
ple are affected by his work.

“Honestly, my proudest 
achievement in my profession 
is something that is always 
changing,” he said. “I love 
to see people who are com-
pletely moved by what I call 
‘love’s ideal.’ What I mean by 
this is that I always strive to 
contend for the highest pos-
sible good in every situation 
and relentlessly contend un-
til it becomes a present tense 
reality. This usually happens 
though personal investments 
in others, but this can also 
happen through producing a 
video that produces a positive 
response in people.”

Although he has not always 
lived in Pampa, Frazier none-
theless has come to love the 

small town.
“Pampa is the greatest place. 

I love the people. I love the 
culture. I love my neighbor-
hood,” he said. “And I love 
the simple joys that can be 
found in the most routine 
things. Running into people 
you know everywhere you go. 
Grocery shopping as a social 
event — with everyone inter-
acting in every aisle. But most 
of all, I love how much our 
community can truly deliver 
the highest possible good for 
others when we come togeth-
er for one common goal. I’ve 
personally seen this countless 
times, and it never gets old.”

Furthermore, he loves that 
his profession enables him to 
constantly be interacting with 
people and says that people 
are his passion.

“I feel like I’ve always had 
a natural gravitation towards 
people. This profession kinda 
fell in my lap as I began to ask 
The Lord what I was meant to 
do,” he said. “But my moth-
er and father have always 
been passionate of God, and 
that passion eventually came 
to life in me when I was 16. 
They always gave me an ex-
ample of what it looked like 
to love relentlessly. As for the 
video work, I just found a way 
to earn a living doing some-
thing that I loved doing on my 
own time. I’m so thankful that 
I can tend to both of these ar-
eas in my life.”

Although Frazier is passion-

ate about his work, it’s not 
always easy because he ac-
knowledges that he may not 
be able to help everyone he 
comes across.

“Most times it’s a lack of 
funding,” he said. “The chal-
lenge with video production 
is staying creative enough to 
make the customers happy. 
Plus, equipment can get really 
expensive. And I love all the 
newest gear. Keeping up with 
technology is exhausting fi-
nancially!”

As for the future, Frazier 
plans to raise his family with 
his wife.

“My wife and I want to raise 
our daughters in a communi-
ty that is experiencing love’s 
ideal around every corner, so 
as I tend to what’s in front 
of me for work, my family is 
the center of it all,” he said. 
“Discipleship in our home is 
priority, as is raising children 
who experience every gift the 
Lord has for them as they are 
trained to deliver the Good 
News, as well as the benefits 
of this Good News.”

His career in video produc-
tion also allows him to be fair-
ly active in the community. 

“I find myself at many dif-
ferent events in our commu-
nity to capture amazing mo-
ments,” he said. “This could 
be school plays, sporting 
events, or most commonly, 
at weddings. This allows me 
to be surrounded by the very 
best people in the panhandle.”

Bryan J. Guymon
Bryan J. Guymon is a 

35-year-old attorney with the 
Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 

He completed my under-
graduate work at Utah State 
University, where he gradu-
ated cum laude with Bachelor 
of Art degrees in History and 
International Studies with a 
minor in Russian. 

“In 2006, my family and I 
moved to Lubbock to attend 
Texas Tech University School 
of Law where, in 2009, I 
graduated cum laude with my 
Doctor of Jurisprudence and 
Master of Science in Personal 
Financial Planning degrees,” 
Guymon said. 

Born in Southeast Alaska, 
Guymon grew up in Northern 
Utah and says he got to Texas 
as quickly as he could.

“My family and I have lived 
in Pampa for five and a half 
years, since August of 2009,” 
he said.

As for his career and life 
goals, Guymon says he would 
like to continue to develop a 
successful law practice while 
raising a happy family and 
serving others.

He added that it is an honor 
for him to be nominated to be 
featured in this Pampa News 
special section.

The proudest achievement of 
his career thus far has been be-
ing able to help others. 

“I’ve practiced law for just 
over five years and my proud-
est achievement has been to 
help two couples who were 
my friends and clients adopt a 
little boy and a little girl, re-
spectively,” he said. “It was a 
joy to assist these families in 
adopting these children and 
giving the children tremen-
dously improved opportuni-
ties in this life.”

Although he has not been 
living here for as long as some 
of the town’s other inhabit-
ants, Guymon has come to en-
joy the company of the people 
of Pampa. 

“They are friendly, giving 
and kind,” he said. “I like the 
community of Pampa – it is 
truly that, a community.”

Serving these people is Guy-
mon’s favorite part of his 
chosen profession; it is what 
drove him to become an attor-
ney as well. 

“Often I get to assist peo-
ple with complicated matters 
that they couldn’t necessarily 
handle on their own, whether 
it involves a litigation matter 
or a transactional matter,” he 
said. “I get a lot of satisfaction 
from helping others.” 

Even though his career may 
be his passion, Guymon knows 
that it isn’t always an easy job.

“One way my career is chal-
lenging is that I have a gen-

eral practice of law,” he said. 
“There is great variety in the 
work I do each day. In any giv-
en day, I may work on various 
matters, including municipal 
law, family law, immigration 
law, employment law, estate 
planning and civil litigation. 
There is never a dull day at the 
office or in court.”

Guymon’s future plans in-
clude continuing to practice 
law and serve the community 
of Pampa and the surrounding 
counties. 

“Basically, just keep do-
ing what I’m doing,” he said. 
“Eventually, once all the kids 
have gone off to college, which 
won’t happen for many years 
considering we have kids from 
age 10 to two months, I would 
like to devote even more time 
to service with my wife in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints.”

He also has an impressive 
list of community involve-
ment. He serves as Bishop for 
the Pampa Ward of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, immediate past-presi-
dent of Pampa Lions Club, is a 
member of the Goldcoats and 
is a board member of the Fair-
view Cemetery Association, 
Pampa Youth and Community 
Center and the Clarendon Col-
lege Pampa Center Founda-
tion.



Mac Smith
Mac Smith is a 

29-year-old small 
businessman and at-
torney in Pampa. He 
has lived in Pampa 
since he was born at 
what is now Pampa 
Regional Medical 
Center. 

A career and life 
goal for Smith is to 
continually grow in 
wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God 
and man.

“I feel thankful for 
having been raised 
in a town as great as 
Pampa,” Smith said 
when asked how he 
felt being selected as 
part of Pampa’s up 
and coming.

Smith said he is still 
working towards a 
proudest achievement 

in his career. 
Smith likes the sense 

of home Pampa pro-
vokes and the people 
that fill it. 

What does he like 
about his career?

“The variety. Even 
living in Pampa, I’m 
actively involved 
in businesses from 
healthcare to technol-
ogy and from energy 
to venture capital,” 
Smith said. “I was 
inspired to get into 
law because I pursued 
my trade, the law, be-
cause I believed, and 
have since found, it 
to be excellent train-
ing for a life of criti-
cal thinking. I pursue 
various business ven-
tures because I’m a 
capitalist.”

The job can be chal-
lenging due to compe-
tition and the want to 
improve. 

“There is always 
room to grow, and 
there is always some-
one else trying get the 
edge,” Smith said.

His future plans are 
to continue to live and 
work in Pampa 

“I love it here! 
Pampa is a wonderful 
place,” Smith said. 
“We need to work 
together as a com-
munity to grow and 
improve on what we 
already have!”

Smith is currently 
the Chairman of the 
Board of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, a 
Kiwanian, and serve 
of the Boards of Di-

rectors for Pampa 
United Way, CASA of 
the High Plains, the 
Pampa Youth Center 
& Community Center, 
Top O’ Texas Rodeo 
Association and the 
Canadian River Mu-
nicipal Water Author-
ity. He is a member 
of the Mary Ellen & 
Harvester Church of 
Christ. He bleeds Har-
vester Green. 
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WE 
PROUDLY
 SUPPORT
WOMEN
to achieve 

their dreams 
and live a long 

healthy life.

We Care About 
pampa
…and it shows!
Congratulations to all the nominees, 
the winners, and everyone who has 
helped shaped Pampa to be the 
great place it is today.
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